DORSET TENNIS NEWS
WELCOME to the Dorset Christmas Newsletter.
A year has now passed since the LTA underwent it’s re-structure. As a county, we
have re-introduced Junior County Training which goes from strength to strength, relaunched the Small Grants and Loan Scheme with revised criteria which we hope will
attract more applications and have run a couple of very well attended Coach Forums
as well as supporting clubs, coaches, players etc. We have started a programme of
Club visits by members of the Executive Committee during the Autumn and our hope
for 2016 is to visit as many more as possible. Invitations will be welcomed. We are
now able to update the County website so please do send in news stories and visit
the website to keep up-to-date with what’s happening in our county.
Preparations for the summer competition season are well underway with closing
dates in January for some competitions, Aegon Team Tennis, Team Tennis Schools
and Road to Wimbledon - see below for more information, don’t miss out!
A big thank you to everyone involved in Dorset tennis who make it all happen –
volunteers, coaches, players, parents, patrons and also to our major sponsor
Liverpool Victoria and the Dorset Tennis Trust.
We wish you a very Happy Christmas and best wishes for 2016.

WIMBLEDON BALLOT & OPTING-IN/OUT

COMPETITIONS OPEN FOR ENTRIES

Just a reminder that British Tennis Members
need to ‘Opt-in’ to be eligible to enter the
Wimbledon ballot.
Deadline for opting-in : 19th February 2016.
Club ticket allocations will based on the
number of British Tennis Members linked to
their venue and who have opted-in as at
midnight on 19th February 2016.
Members can opt-in/out by logging in to their
British Tennis Members area.

Aegon Team Tennis. Events for all age
groups.
Entries close 31st January 2016

Team Tennis Schools Year 8 & 10 and
National Championships.
Entries close 19th January 2016
Road to Wimbledon
Entries close 31st January 2016

ENTER ON-LINE

PATRONS
SMALL GRANTS & LOAN SCHEME
Two years have passed since the Small
Grants & Loan Scheme was launched
and in that time, 16 schemes have
received financial support with total
contributions of more than £14,500.
Following a review of the Scheme, a
few changes have been made to make
it more accessible not only to clubs,
especially smaller ones, but also to
coaches and schools.
Updated criteria and application form
can be found on the website.

Thank you to our Patrons for supporting
Dorset Tennis. We will be writing to
everyone in January regarding the
Patron’s Wimbledon Ballot.
If anyone would like to become a Patron
of Dorset LTA, please contact the County
Office, 01202 519694, e-mail
info@dorsetlta.co.uk or the Treasurer
Kevin Croydon on 01202 765044.
Minimum subscription is £25 and Patrons
are offered the opportunity to enter the
Patron’s Wimbledon Ballot. A great
opportunity to access tickets.

TENNIS ‘BALL’ – 29TH APRIL 2016
Dorset LTA are organising a Tennis ‘Ball’ on Friday, 29th April 2015 at AFC
Bournemouth.
This will be an opportunity for everyone involved in tennis in Dorset to get together
for a fun night and will include presentations of the Aegon British Tennis Awards for
Dorset winners.
More details will follow in the New Year - please put the date in your diary.

TENNIS TRIVIA
1986 was the first year
yellow balls were used at
Wimbledon.

A tennis ball weighs
56.69 grams or 2
ounces.

Tennis hasn’t always been a racket sport, it was
originally played with your hands!

WINTER COUNTY CUP
Dorset Men’s and Ladies team competed in the Aegon Winter County Cup 27th to 29th November. The
men’s team didn’t have too far to go, they were in Southampton, the ladies had to trek to Liverpool.
Reports on the weekend from the Team Captains, Rich Irwin and Karen Adams :-

DORSET MEN
A hard fought weekend for Dorset ended with the unfortunate result of relegation from Division 3.
The weekend didn't get off the best start as Captain Richard Irwin, got injured training for the event on
the Thursday afternoon. On Friday, Dorset came up against a tough Cheshire side. Youngsters Harry
Butler and Millen Hurrion both made their debuts for the Dorset Men's team alongside the
experienced and ever present Matthew Coombes in the first round of fixtures. All 3 players put up a
great fight but came short against a strong lower order for Cheshire who had the legs and the power
over the Dorset trio.
Piers Farhang restored some pride for Dorset winning his singles and in turn starting his run of being
unbeaten for the weekend and Dorset's most effective player but the tie was lost 5-1 prior to
doubles. Farhang teamed up with Coombes to win their match and it was a tough 7-2 loss on the first
day.
Day 2 was against Suffolk who had taken a convincing win over Hampshire the day before and
unfortunately for Dorset, the tie followed a similar pattern to Friday's match.
Tim Prossor and Adam Glynn were in for singles alongside Hurrion, Butler, Farhang and Whike, but
again it was only Farhang who kept Dorset's hopes alive. At 1-5 down, Dorset played for pride again
and this time, put in 3 brilliant doubles performances to at least make the tie respectable and give us
hope going in to the relegation play-off with Hampshire who had brought in ex GB number 2 Joshua
Goodall.
Dorset made a tactical change for the relegation match but again it was to no avail. The experience of
Coombes, Prossor and Whike couldn't quite come up with the goods at the lower order leaving Dorset
3-0 down after the first round of matches. On another day, Dorset
knew we could have taken 2 of those. Meanwhile Irwin stepped in,
still injured but to knock the order down and give us some chance of
taking it on the doubles and Glynn and Farhang made sure they did
that with 2 strong performances leaving the tie at 2-4.
The tactical gamble meant a weak number 1 pair in doubles for
Dorset however, the hope was kept alive by a huge upset from the
pair of Whike/Hurrion beating the Hampshire number 1s. 2 more
doubles to go and Dorset could do it. While we felt we were favourite
in one of the remaining matches, the other was too close to call and
as it ended up, a very good performance from the Hampshire 3rd pair
(under now enormous pressure given the 1st pair's shock loss) sealed
Dorset's fate.
A hard weekend for the team but an enjoyable one as it always is representing such a great
County. We'll be sure to try and reverse this result and back up the earlier promotion when Summer
County Cup comes along.
RICH IRWIN

DORSET LADIES
Dorset Ladies competed in Group 4 at Liverpool. Due to injuries, work and distance away we
struggled to get a team and ended up going with a team of 6 including 4 new rookie players. The
team was Erin Richardson, Lauren Hill, Ellie Baker, Annabelle Lammas, Millie Smythe and Natalie
Sayer.
We played Durham and Cleveland on the Friday who were an older experienced team. Natalie was
unlucky to lose a tiebreak in the third set and with only Lauren winning we went 5-1 down after the
singles. Erin and Mlllie managed to win their doubles and we ended up losing 7-2.
On Saturday we played Wiltshire who were strong at the top. Lauren again won her singles and
Annabelle had a marathon 3 hour match which she won 7-5 in the third set. Unfortunately, we
didn’t win any of the doubles with Erin and Millie losing 10-8 in a third set match tiebreak losing 7.2.
Our last day was a relegation battle with East of Scotland. Fortunately for us one of their players
was injured so we received a walkover in two rubbers. The matches were close with Lauren and
Annabelle winning and Erin winning an epic tie break 10-8 in the third set having been 8-6 down.
This meant with our two conceded rubbers we were 5-2 up after the singles and had won the match.
We did not play the doubles but the victory meant we had avoided relegation.
The team were a pleasure and played and tried really hard. It was really tough for Erin to play her
first senior County Cup at number 1 at the age of 14 and she held her own including a really good
victory. It was the youngest ladies team I had ever captained including one 14 year old, two 15 year
old and a 16 year old and with youth and hopefully some oldies in the summer it is very encouraging
for the future of Dorset tennis.
KAREN ADAMS

County cup dates 2016
18U

Friday, 26th to Sunday, 29th February

14U

Saturday, 30th April to Monday, 2nd May (Qualifying)
Friday, 13th to Sunday, 15th May (Finals - Nottingham)

10U

Saturday, 28th and Sunday, 29th May (Qualifying)
Friday, 10th to Sunday, 12th June (Finals -Sunderland)

12U

Saturday, 25th and Sunday, 26th June (Qualifying)
Friday 8th to Sunday, 10th July (Finals – Bolton)

9U

Date to be confirmed

Summer County Cup

Monday, 18th to Friday, 22nd July

Winter County Cup

Friday, 25th to Sunday, 27th November

DORSET COMMITTEE AND USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION
President
Chairman & Councillor
Treasurer
Secretary
Men’s Captain
Ladies Captain
Men’s Seniors Captain
Ladies Seniors Captain
League Secretary
Competitions Committee
Small Grants & Loans Scheme
Member
Member

John Feaver
Richard Henshaw
Kevin Croydon
Ann Lunn
Richard Irwin
Karen Adams
Phil Tovey
Jenny Watts
Andrew Sanger
David Walrond
Steve Davies
Eric Dry
Annie Smith

Dorset County Office – Annie Smith. T: 01202 519694
E: annie.smith@dorsetlta.co.uk.
South West Regional Offices :
Southampton – 02380 738550. Bristol – 0117 9626723
British Tennis Services – 0208 487 7000

MERRY CHRISTMAS
& HAPPY NEW YEAR
FROM ALL AT
DORSET LTA

